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I was unable to prove who Samuel Bennett’s parents are, or where he was born, but I was able to 
prove he had a sister, Betheniah Bennett, who married Benjamin Paul, Sr. Samuel also had a sister 
Keziah Bennett that married Thomas Letts (I have identified 2 DNA connections through that line). 
I suspect Uriah Bennett who married Elizabeth Brown is either Samuel’s brother or nephew. 
Additionally, there was a Nathaniel Bennett on the 1784 and 1786 Stafford tax lists, that I think 
may be a brother or some other relation. The other Bennett men such as Jeremiah, Michael, Aaron, 
David, and Elisha, I think are cousins to Samuel. I did not find any connections to the Bennett men 
from north Monmouth County. The following is some of my research into trying to figure this case 
out. 


BRIEF SUMMARY: 

*My Sth great-grandparents are Samuel Bennett and Phoebe Spragg, of Stafford Township, Monmouth 
County, New Jersey. They lived in the village of Manahawkin in Stafford Township. The area they lived 
in became a part of Ocean County, NJ, in 1850. Samuel Bennett was born 5 OCT 1757. He died intestate 
circa 1846. Phoebe, his wife, was born 23 NOV 1765, and she is the daughter of Michael Spragg. Samuel 
was in the Revolution. To date, no one has been able to prove where Samuel was born, or who his parents 
were. I was able to prove that Samuel had a sister Betheniah Bennett that married Benjamin Paul, Sr. 

*In Betheniah’s widow’s pension claim, Samuel Bennett gave testimony and stated Betheniah was his 
sister. Link to Betheniah’s widow’s pension claim; search “Benjamin Paul, Monmouth County, New 
Jersey.” It is File #W148: 


https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/46334:1995 


*Samuel Bennett and Phoebe Spragg’s daughter made a family sampler of everyone’s birthdates, and I 
have a photo of the sampler. The family sampler was made by either Edith or Catherine. It is in roman 
numerals. At the bottom, it says it was made “April ye 1802.” Samuel and Phoebe’s daughter, Catherine, 
is my 4th great-grandmother, and her name is on the sampler as “Catren.” Catherine married Edward 
Lamson, Jr., the son of Edward Lamson, Sr., and Ruth Lewis. The sampler states the following: 
Samuel Bennet was born October ye 5, 1757 

Phebe Bennet was born November ye 23, 1765 

Eadeath Bennet was born September ye 2, 1786 

Catren Bennet was born February ye 20, 1789 

Jesse Bennet was born February ye 20, 1791 

Timothy Bennet was born July ye 25, 1794 

Nehemiah Bennet was born January ye 13, 1799 


*Samuel Bennett was in the Revolution. He enlisted in 1777 in the village of Toms River, Dover 
Township, Monmouth County, New Jersey. Samuel’s pension claim is indexed wrong on Ancestry.com. I 
had to search under “Bennett” to find it. It is File #$34017. In Samuel’s pension, in OCT 1820, he stated 
his wife Phoebe was age 55, son Nehemiah Bennet age 21, Mary is age 20 (she is Nehemiah’s wife), 
Samuel Bennett is age 5, and William Bennett is age 8 months old. The 2 children are sons of Nehemiah 
and Mary, and grandchildren of Samuel. 

SOURCE: 


https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1995/images/MIUSA1775D_134786-00167 


*DAR/SAR (The Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution) has wrong information about 
Samuel’s wife Phoebe. Samuel’s wife Phoebe was the daughter of Michael Spragg and Mary Rulong, but 
both SAR and DAR have her confused with a much younger woman in town named Phoebe Paul, who 
was Samuel’s niece. Samuel’s niece, Phoebe Paul, married Solomon Southard, and she is daughter of 
Samuel Bennett’s sister Betheniah Paul (nee Bennett). 

*Phoebe’s father, Michael “Mikah” Spragg, was baptized 23 JUN 1744, the son of Nehemiah Spragg and 
Phoebe Southard, per baptismal record at St. George’s Church, Hempstead, Long Island. Michael Spragg 
married Mary Rulong, at Barnegat, NJ, on 26 NOV 1762, per marriage license at NJ State Archives. Per 
deeds and probate records, Phoebe’s siblings are: Charity Spragg (married Stephen Inman), Joseph Spragg 
(married Rebecca Cranmer/Crammer), Jesse Spragg (married Martha _), Rachel Spragg (married 
Moses Letts), Joel Spragg (married Martha _, then after Joel died, she married Samuel Core), Charles 
Spragg (married Julia Ann __), Michael Jr. (died in 1815), Mary Spragg (married Jonathan 
Cranmer/Crammer), James Spragg (married Nancy Ann ___), Hannah Spragg (married Eli 
Cranmer/Crammer), Martha Spragg (died unmarried), and Emelia Spragg (died unmarried). Many deeds 
can be found of these siblings in the Monmouth County NJ Deed Books. 

SOURCE: Deed which states Samuel Bennett’s wife Phoebe Spragg is daughter of Michael Spragg: 
Monmouth County NJ Deed Book N2, page 345, etc., 23 JAN 1827, Jesse Spragg and others to Charles 
Spragg, FamilySearch.org: 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSY3-RS1K-D 


SOURCE: Deed which states Phoebe Southard (Samuel Bennett’s niece) is daughter of Benjamin Paul 
(Sr.): Monmouth County NJ Deed Book P2, page 176, etc., 14 JUN 1827, Solomon Southard and Phoebe 
his wife to Benjamin Paul (Jr.), FamilySearch.org: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q09M-CSGD-L83 


Samuel Bennett’s niece Phoebe Southard (nee Paul) was about 25 years younger than his wife Phoebe 
Spragg. Per the Bennett family sampler, Samuel’s wife Phoebe Spragg was born 23 NOV 1765. Per 
Samuel’s sister Betheniah Paul (nee Bennett)’s widow pension claim, it is in the claim that her daughter 
Phoebe Paul was born 21 MAY 1790. Samuel’s niece’s death certificate is at NJ State Archives and states: 
Phoebe Southard, died JUL 1865, in Manahawkin, Stafford Township, Ocean County, New Jersey, age 
73, daughter of Benjamin and Bethania Paul, Book AA, page 329. 


*The last trace of Samuel Bennett alive is his testimony under oath on 9 MAR 1844 in his sister 
Betheniah Paul (nee Bennett)’s widow’s pension claim. Samuel was dead by 6 JUL 1846, per deed which 
states he was deceased. He died intestate. 

SOURCE: Ocean County NJ Deed Book 4, page 536, etc., 6 JUL 1846, Jesse Bennet, Nehemiah Bennet, 
Catherine Lamson, and Stephen Brown and Edith his wife, to Timothy Bennet. Recorded 1 MAR 1853. 


The deed states Samuel Bennett deceased is father of: Jesse Bennett, Nehemiah Bennett, Catherine 
Lamson (nee Bennett), and Edith Brown (nee Benett). They convey land to Timothy Bennett who is their 


brother and also son of Samuel. 


Samuel Bennett definitely died intestate. I found a deed where Samuel’s son Nehemiah Bennett conveyed 
land to his son William L. Bennett, and within the deed, the deed states Samuel is father of Nehemiah, 
and Samuel died intestate about 1847 (per the deed above, he died before 6 JUL 1846). The deed states 
Nehemiah lived in Stafford Township, Ocean County, NJ, and William L. Bennett, his son, lives in 
Pemberton Township, Burlington County, NJ: 

SOURCE: Ocean County NJ Deed Book 12, page 12, etc., 1 MAR 1854: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:309M-C37Y-KSDX-T 


*Samuel Bennett is buried in First Methodist Meeting House Burial Grounds, in the area of Beach and 
Division Streets, Manahawkin, Ocean County, New Jersey. Samuel’s headstone is engraved “Saml 
Bennett. Forman’s Cont Troops. Rev War.” Samuel’s wife Phoebe died after the 1840 US Census at an 
unknown date. She is likely buried in this burial ground, too. Many members of this family are buried in 
this burial ground, or the cemetery directly across the street known as Beach Avenue Cemetery. Both the 
burial ground and the cemetery are owned by the Stafford Township Historical Society. They have two 
separate entries on Findagrave.com, so be on the lookout for duplicate memorials sometimes. 


*There should be 1846 intestate papers for Samuel Bennett filed somewhere in old Monmouth County 
records. His intestate paperwork is not scanned in with the digital records in the catalogs on 
FamilySearch.org (and I have looked through everything, including Ocean County records, in the event 
the courts had a layover, due to the county change). The other Samuel Bennetts that died around that time 
are other relatives with the same name; please see the world tree on FamilySearch.org for sources I am 
attaching and accounts I am updating. Samuel probably had inventory taken after his death, but where that 
inventory is, I cannot find it. Letters of Administration or Order for Sale of land if he had debt should be 
somewhere, too. There is nothing in Orphan Court Minutes or probate records on FamilySearch.org in the 
catalogs (I literally looked everywhere), so I suspect the inventories from the 1840s for Stafford Township 
must be in a book not scanned to FamilySearch.org. Other townships have inventories scanned as locked 
records under the “United States, New Jersey” catalogs, which I have reviewed. 


*Of note, in 1803, Samuel Bennett was mentioned as a Trustee of the Manahawkin Methodist Episcopal 
Chapel, and to erect a new place of worship. The deed states: 

Reuben Randolph to: Benjamin Seamon and others, Trustees of the Manahawkin Methodist Episcopal 
Chapel. 12 MAR 1803: 

This Indenture made 12 MAR 1803 between Reuben Randolph, Sr., of Manahawkin, Stafford Township, 
Monmouth County, New Jersey, to Benjamin Seamon, Samuel Bennett, Edward Lambson [Lamson], 
Benjamin Randolph, Henry Pearson, Thomas Randolph, Nathan Crane, Levi Camburn, and William 
Randolph, the Trustees of the Manahawkin Methodist Episcopal Chapel, of the same state aforesaid, in 
trust for the sum of $10.00. Bounded as follows: Beginning 5 feet from the west end of the schoolhouse 
and about 3 feet south of the northwest corner of the schoolhouse (then contains measurements back to 
the beginning), containing | quarter of an acre and 26/100, on the condition that the aforementioned 
Trustees build and erect a place of worship for the members of the Episcopal Methodist Church which 


from time to time may be agreed on and adopted by the Ministers and Preachers of the aforesaid church at 


their general conferences to preach and expound the Scriptures therein. 

Signed: Reuben fitz Randolph 

Witnesses: David Bartine and Stacy Watkinson 

Recorded: James Allen, Judge, 12 MAR 1803 

SOURCE: Monmouth County NJ Deed Book N, page 630, etc., 12 MAR 1803, FamilySearch.org: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:309M-CS4Y-LOBZ-V 


*Also of note, in a deed dated 22 JUL 1829, Samuel Bennett and wife Phoebe Spragg conveyed 50/100 of 
an acre to: Jarvis Hazelton (he married Rachel Letts, who is Samuel’s niece. She is daughter of Thomas 
Letts and Keziah Bennett, and I have 2 DNA matches through this line), Uriah Bennett (I suspect he is 
Samuel’s brother or nephew. He married Elizabeth Brown, daughter of Samuel Brown, Sr.), Benjamin 
Oliphant, William Brown, John Letts, Benjamin Letts, Edward Ginnings, John Carter, Moses Letts, Jacob 
Vanwickle, Samuel Moore, Jesse Crane Junior, Ezekiel Smith, Jonathan Headden, Benjamin Fitz 
Randolph, Jr. (the Fitz Randolph family were close with the Bennett family and intermarried; Jeremiah 
Bennett married Ann Fitz Randolph, and Michael Bennett married Charity Fitz Randolph, her sister. Ann 
and Charity are daughters of Benjamin Fitz Randolph, Sr.), Isaac P. Peckworth (Isaac was granted Letters 


of Administration for several Bennett family members who died), William H. Crammer, David Johnson, 
Nathan L. Crane and C. Crane, to the heirs of Seth Crane deceased. Everyone lived in Stafford Township, 
Monmouth County, NJ. The land conveyed was in Stafford Township and known as “Randolph’s Lower 
Landing.” Recorded: 14 AUG 1830. 

SOURCE: Monmouth County NJ Deed Book W-2, page 230, etc., FamilySearch.org: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSGS-NS65-2 


*Information about Samuel and Phoebe Bennett (nee Spragg)’s children: 

1. Edith Bennett married Stephen Brown. They had a daughter Edith Brown who married Elwood 
Headley, the son of John Mathis Headley and Phoebe Lamson. Elwood Headley is my 2nd 
great-grandfather, but Edith Brown is NOT my 2nd great-grandmother. After Edith Brown died, 
Elwood Headley married a second wife named Ellen “Nellie” Maria Bacon, and she is my second 
great-grandmother. Elwood Headley’s mother, Phoebe, is my 3rd great-grandmother, and she is 
daughter of Edward and Catharine Lamson (nee Bennett). Catherine Bennett is Edith Bennett’s 
sister; thus, Elwood Headley and first wife Edith Brown are distant cousins who got married. My 
2nd great-grandparents are Elwood Headley and 2nd wife Ellen “Nellie” Maria Bacon. 

2. Catharine Bennett married Edward Lamson, Jr., the son of Edward Lamson, Sr., and Ruth Lewis. 
Catharine and Edward are my 4th great-grandparents. Their daughter, Phoebe Lamson, married 
twice. Phoebe’s first husband was John Mathis Headley, son of John Headley and Mary Mathis. 
John Mathis Headley and Phoebe Lamson are my 3rd great-grandparents. Phoebe’s second 
husband was Thomas Elberson. All descendants of Phoebe can join the New Jersey Society of 
Mayflower Descendants. My cousin proved Phoebe is a Mayflower descendant and joined. We 
are descendants of the Mayflower passengers John Howland, Stephen Hopkins, and several 
others. We get back through Ruth Lewis that married Edward Lamson, Sr. The parents of Ruth 
are John Lewis and Hannah Hopkins. 

3. Jesse Bennett married Elizabeth “Eliza” Lamson, the daughter of Edward Lamson, Sr., and Ruth 
Lewis. 


4. Timothy Bennett married Sarah __. 
5. Nehemiah Bennett married Mary __. 


*Per primary documentation, some of the pre-Revolutionary Stafford Township Bennetts were born in 
Coventry County, Rhode Island, in the 1750s. There are pre-Revolutionary Rhode Island Bennetts with 
the same male names in my Bennett line. Knowing this, we cannot assume Samuel Bennett was born in 
New Jersey. He could have been born in Rhode Island, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York/Long 
Island, etc. My Bennett line does not appear to connect with the Dutch Bennett families further north in 
New Jersey. I could not find any connections through deeds or probate records. 


REFER TO THIS AS SECTION A: 
Per Coventry, Rhode Island Vital Records: 


Children of Samuel Bennett of Coventry, Rhode Island: 

Anne born 25 JUL 1744 

Sarah born 11 OCT 1746 

Samuel born 23 JUL 1748 

Aaron born 25 AUG 1750 

David born 17 DEC 1752 

Elisha born 2 JUL 1756 

Mary born 24 DEC 1757 

*the Samuel above is not my Samuel, because my Samuel was born 5 OCT 1757, and he had a sister 
Betheniah born circa 1755. 


Children of Timothy Bennett of Coventry, Rhode Island: 

Jesse born 17 MAR 1749/50 

Timothy born 5 JUL 1752 

Susanna born 9 MAR 1755 

Job born 8 MAR 1758 

Jeremiah born 6 SEP 1762 

*My Samuel cannot be from this line, either, because my Samuel was born 5 OCT 1757, and his 
sister Betheniah (born circa 1755) is not on this list. 


Children of Semeon/Lemeon Bennett: 
Judith born 10 JAN 1750 


Marriage of Simon Stevens of Plainfield, Windham, CT, to Mary Bennett of Coventry, Rhode Island, 
married in Coventry, RI, on 23 JUN 1751 


SOURCE: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-60G3-K8 


*Of note, my Samuel Bennett named his sons Jesse, Timothy, and Nehemiah. Take note that the 
Timothy Bennett above had sons named Jesse and Timothy. Also, take note that “Samuel” was a 
common name used. 


REFER TO THIS AS SECTION B: 
TAX RATABLES OF STAFFORD TOWNSHIP, MONMOUTH COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 


*The only tax lists that survived for Stafford Township are random years from 1784-1797, and I have 
reviewed all of them. They are at NJ STATE ARCHIVES. They are also scanned to FamilySearch as 
“locked records,” so you can only look at them if you go to a Family History Center or affiliated library. 
Here is the link to look at them once you get to an FHC/FHL: 


https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/482481 


*T will not list details of the men (such as landowners versus householders/ownership of cattle/horse, 
etc.), but I will tell you the year that all Bennett men are found in Stafford Township on these tax lists: 
1784: Elisha, Nathaniel, David, Samuel, Jeremiah, Aaron. 

1786: Elisha, Nathaniel, David, Samuel, Jeremiah, Aaron, Timothy. 

1789: David, Samuel, Jeremiah. 

1792: David, Samuel, Jeremiah. 

1794: David, Samuel, Jeremiah, Uriah. 

1796: David, Samuel, Jeremiah, Uriah, Elisha. 

1797: Samuel, Jeremiah, Uriah. 


*all men on the 1784 tax list had to be at least 21 (I would think), so they were all born on or before 1763. 
* take note that Uriah Bennett first appears in 1794, and he had to be 21, so he was born circa 1772, 
unless he had just moved there from another township. 

* take note Elisha Bennett is on the 1784 and 1786 tax lists, then disappears, then an “Elisha Bennett” 
appears in 1796. This indicates that the Elisha on the 1796 tax list was either a son that recently turned 21, 
or the original Elisha on the earlier tax lists moved out of Stafford Township, then went back to Stafford 
Township, or, he did not move, but he lived on the border of another township, so was included with 
another township’s tax list if the boundaries changed. 

*The Aaron Bennett on the 1784 and 1786 tax lists was born 17 AUG 1750, in Coventry County, Rhode 
Island, and he resided in Stafford Township, Monmouth County, New Jersey, when he enlisted in the 
Revolution in 1776, and his brother is David Bennett who was a Captain in the Revolution, per Aaron’s 
Pension Claim. Aaron stated he moved to Dover Township, Monmouth County, New Jersey, not too long 
after the Revolution. This concurs with the tax lists, as the last Stafford tax list that Aaron is on was 1786, 
and he is not on the 1789 tax list. Per 1830 US Census, Aaron Bennett lived in Dover Township, 
Monmouth County, NJ. Aaron Bennett died 5 DEC 1834, per NJ pension payment ledger. 


Link to pension payment ledger: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:30S7-99WB-9LHF 


Link to the pension claim of Aaron Bennett, NJ, FILE #8.597: 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4878:1995 

*The “David Bennett” on the 1784-1796 Stafford tax lists is Aaron’s brother. He was a Captain in the 
Monmouth County NJ Militia during the Revolution, was in Battle of Manahawkin, etc. David’s pension 
states his wife is Mary Green, they married 8 MAY 1792, and that David died on 15 FEB 1815 in Oneida 
County, New York. At the time Mary (his wife) filed for widow’s pension, it states she was living in 
Michigan in 1847. Bible record scanned to the pension file states David Bennett was born 17 DEC 1752. 
That birthdate matches the DOB of 17 DEC 1752 from SECTION A. 

Link to David Bennett’s pension, David and Mary Bennett, New Jersey, File #R.769: 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4901:1995 

*Take note that per Aaron Bennett’s pension claim, he states he was born 17 AUG 1750, Coventry, Rhode 
Island, and the birthdate above in SECTION A in Coventry, Rhode Island vital records is 25 AUG 1750, 
is close enough, and also note David Bennett’s DOB in the widow’s pension claim is the same as the 
record in SECTION A; thus, this proves that the Aaron Bennett and David Bennett on the Stafford 
Township Tax lists were both born in Coventry, Rhode Island, and moved to Stafford, Monmouth, NJ, on 
or before 1776. The “Elisha Bennett” on the Stafford tax lists was probably their brother, also, that is 
found on the document from Section A. 

*THUS, AARON, DAVID, and ELISHA BENNETT on the Stafford Township, Monmouth, NJ tax lists 
are brothers from Coventry, Rhode Island. 


So, now we can move on to the other 3 Bennett men from that area on the 1784 Stafford Township, 
Monmouth, NJ, tax list, who are Nathaniel, Samuel, and Jeremiah. The Samuel on that list is my 
Samuel, born 5 OCT 1757, unknown place of birth. Nathaniel is only on the 1784 and 1786 tax lists, 
and I cannot find any other documentation of him, so he may have died after 1786. He is probably 
some sort of relation to Samuel. 


*Jeremiah Bennett was born circa 1761, because he states he was age 57 on 17 APR 1818, per his 
pension claim. He enlisted in Dover Township, Monmouth County, NJ. He does not state his place of 
birth. Per documentation from SECTION A, Jeremiah Bennett, son of Timothy Bennett of Coventry, RI, 
was born 6 SEP 1762. That is close enough and I believe this is the same man. So, the Jeremiah Bennett 
that is on the Stafford Township NJ tax lists from 1784-1797 might be the Jeremiah Bennett that was born 
in Coventry, Rhode Island on 6 SEP 1762. 

Link to Jeremiah Bennett’s pension claim, New Jersey, File #8.45255: 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4786:1995 

After living in Stafford, Monmouth, NJ, Jeremiah moved to New York. Jeremiah’s pension states that in 
1820 he lived in Palmyra, Ontario County, New York. He enlisted in the Revolution in Dover Township, 
Monmouth County, NJ. Reuben Fitz Randolph (Jeremiah’s brother-in-law) gave testimony. 

*Jeremiah Bennett married Ann Fitz Randolph, and her sister Charity Fitz Randolph married Michael 
Bennett, per deeds in the Monmouth County NJ Deed Books. Ann and Charity are daughters of Benjamin 
Fitz Randolph, per deeds. Michael Bennet is not on the Stafford Township Tax lists. Charity died 22 JUL 
1806 in Oglethorpe, Georgia, which is where Michael Bennett and their children lived, though they 
previously owned land in Stafford Township, Monmouth County, NJ. 

*You would think Michael Bennett and Jeremiah Bennett would be brothers if they married Fitz 
Randolph sisters; however, Michael Bennett is probably not Jeremiah Bennett’s brother, because he is not 


on the Rhode Island vital record from SECTION A, unless he was born after that vital record was taken, 
OR, maybe that is a different Jeremiah on that Rhode Island vital record. Whatever the relation, I feel 
both Jeremiah and Michael are related to my Samuel Bennett is one way or another. Another possibility is 
that Jeremiah is brother to my Samuel Bennett, and that is a different Jeremiah on the Rhode Island vital 
extract. I find it odd that there is a common naming pattern of Samuel’s sisters Keziah and Betheniah, and 
possible brother/nephew Uriah; their names end in “-iah.” The name “Jeremiah” also ends in “-iah.” 
SOURCE: Pension claim of Jeremiah Bennett, File #845255, New Jersey, application in New York: 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4786:1995 

SOURCE: 13 SEP 1808 Deed states Benjamin Fitz Randolph died intestate and his children are: 

. Moses Randolph 

. Reuben Randolph JR 

. Benjamin Randolph 

. Catherine Randolph 

. Rachel Randolph 

. Ann Randolph wife of Jeremiah Bennett 

. Martha Randolph 

. Charity Randolph wife of Michael Bennett. 


OND MN BWNYN Fe 


Mention of the land transaction in Manahawkin Village, Stafford Township, Monmouth County, NJ. 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSGD-L77M 


Deed dated 20 JUN 1807 states the children of Michael Bennett and his deceased wife Charity Fitz 
Randolph. The deed states Michael and all the children lived in Oglethorpe, Georgia. The children of 
Michael Bennett and Charity fitz Randolph are: 

1. Mary Bennett (married Nathan Smith) 

2. Reuben Bennett (married Sarah ___). 

3. Benjamin Bennett (married Anna ___ ). 

4. Elizabeth Bennett (married William Edwards). 

5. Nancy Bennett. 

SOURCE: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSGD-L792 


SO, TO RECAP THE RESEARCH THUS FAR: 

David, Aaron, and Elisha Bennett are brothers from Coventry, Rhode Island that moved to Stafford, 
Monmouth, NJ, on or before 1776. They are sons of Samuel Bennett of Coventry, RI. David died in NY, 
then his wife moved to Michigan. Aaron died in Dover, Monmouth, NJ. 

Jeremiah Bennett might be the Jeremiah Bennett born in Coventry, RI. He is found in Stafford Township, 
Monmouth, NJ. He married Ann Fitz Randolph. Her sister, Charity Fitz Randolph, married Michael 
Bennett, and Michael ended up in Oglethorpe, Georgia. 

SO NOW, all that’s left from the early Stafford Township tax lists is Uriah Bennett... 


Uriah Bennett is not on the 1792 Stafford Township tax list, but he is on the 1794 tax list, so he must 
have turned 21 about 1793, so he was probably born circa 1772. Uriah died FEB 1835 per his will in 
Stafford, Monmouth, NJ. Per deeds, he married Elizabeth Brown, daughter of Samuel Brown, Sr. Per 
Uriah’s will and per deeds, Uriah’s children are: Nathaniel H. Bennett, Nathan Bennett, Wilson Bennett, 
Mary Letts (nee Bennett), and Samuel Bennett. Per deeds, Uriah Bennett lived by Benjamin Paul, JR, the 
son of Benjamin Paul, Sr., and Betheniah Bennett. Betheniah is sister of Samuel Bennett. The 1830 US 


Census for Stafford Township, Monmouth, NJ, has Uriah Bennett living next to Benjamin Paul (Jr), but 
the only thing is his age is checked off that he was age 40-49, which indicates he was born 1780-1790. 
Uriah is on the 1792 tax list, and he had to be 21, so he was born before 1772. So, there is about an 8 year 
difference in the 1830 US Census. It is possible the 1830 US Census was filled out wrong. Deeds state 
Uriah lives adjacent to Benjamin Paul, so it has to be the same man. Or, maybe he became a landowner on 
the 1794 tax BEFORE he was 21. 

*9 APR 1812 Deed which occurs after the death of Samuel Brown SR. 

This deed involves Uriah Bennett and his wife Elizabeth Brown, and Nathan Crane and his wife Mary 
Brown, and Samuel Brown JR: 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSK3-N9D4-F 


*FEB 1835 Will of Uriah Bennett: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:30S7-L93S-NXB6 


*For more deeds, please see Uriah’s account on the world tree on FamilySearch.org. I have attached 
numerous deeds under “Sources” to his account. 


REFER TO THIS AS SECTION C: 


Here are the current ID numbers of the pre-1800 Stafford Township Bennetts on the world tree on 
FamilySearch.org. These ID numbers could change if someone wrongly merges them to another account: 


1. Samuel Bennett, born 5 OCT 1757, married Phoebe Spragg, ID # LZJV-GFN 

2. Betheniah Bennett, born circa 1755, Samuel’s sister, she married Benjamin Paul, Sr., ID # 

L492-S42 

Keziah Bennett (another sister to Samuel), married Thomas Letts. ID #MNP 1-986 

Uriah Bennett, married Elizabeth Brown, ID #GX1T-FGV 

Michael Bennett, married Charity Fitz Randolph, ID # LHNR-C1K 

Jeremiah Bennett, married Ann Fitz Randolph, ID #GF9Q-RNH 

Aaron Bennett, born in Coventry, Rhode Island, moved to Stafford, Monmouth, NJ: ID # 

LSDV-J5R 

8. David Bennett, born in Coventry, Rhode Island, moved to Stafford, Monmouth, NJ: ID # 
LCTW-V7C 

9. Elisha Bennett, born in Coventry, Rhode Island, moved to Stafford, Monmouth, NJ: ID 
#MKTP-J11 


pot ON Ye 


REFER TO THIS AS SECTION D: 


Lastly, I will leave you with a transcription I did of Samuel Bennett’s testimony in his sister Betheniah’s 
widow’s pension claim. Within the pension, Samuel spoke of both he and Benjamin Paul’s service in the 


Revolution. I feel Samuel gave more detail of his service in Benjamin’s pension, than he did in his own 
pension. 


TRANSCRIPTION: 


On the 9th day of March AD 1844 Before the subscriber one of the Justices of the peace in and for said 
county personally appeared Samuel Bennett of Stafford in the county of Monmouth and State of New 
Jersey in the 87th year of his age [calculates to that he was born 1757] a person of credibility and truth 
and a pensioner of the United States at the rate of $96.00 per year who being duly sworn according to 
Law on____deposeth and saith That he enlisted under Capt. Wicoff and was soon after transferred to the 
Company of Capt. John Borrows. Deponent enlisted in the Month of May AD 1777 ____ three years 
deponent was well acquainted with Benjamin Paul who lived at the same place Stafford and was 
brother-in-law to deponent having married his sister Bethenia Bennett said Benjamin Paul enlisted 
some short time before deponent under Capt. Wicoff and was _ to the Company of Capt. John Borrows 
which company remained in Monmouth County until the fall of 1777 or the latter part of summer. While 
in Freehold the said Benjamin Paul was appointed QuarterMaster Sergeant in said Company. Deponent 
well recollected that Benjamin Paul enlisted also for 3 years and belonged to the same company. He 
marched with us from Freehold to Red Bank from there we crossed the Delaware [River] and joined 
General Washington’s main army short time before the Battle of Germantown in which Battle the said 
Paul and deponent were engaged under General Maxwell we went into winter quartered at Valley Forge 
and there remained all winter. We continued in General Maxwell’s Brigade followed the British from 
Philadelphia in June 1778 was at the Battle of Monmouth on the 28th of June but on account of being 
lame in one of my arms | was with the Baggage Wagons. From Freehold we marched to Elizabethtown 
and Middlebrook where we remained all winter 1778/9 we march sometime in May from Elizabethtown 
1779 said Paul and deponent being in Maxwells Brigade under the command of General Sullivan against 
the Indians called The Western Company we had 5 Brigades in all and well recollect when we reached a 
village called French Catherine the Indians had all left except an old Squaw supposed to be 100 years old 
she was put on horseback by order of the General and ordered to follow her own people with a letter but 
she refused to ride one but was spared and a plenty of procession was left for her and all the rest destroyed 
deponent helped to but down a Layer apple orchard and Indian Towns we also took a white woman kept 
her until we returned and then sent her to Wyoming from where she had been captured we returned from 
that Campaign and went into winter quartered at a place called Mendham near Morristown NJ and there 
in the Month of May 1780 deponent was discharged having served his 3 years enlistment VIZ [as 
follows?] Deponent well recollects Benjamin Paul enlistment _ at the same place and was discharged a 
few weeks before deponent during all our Campaign he belonged the same Company and was 
QuarterMaster Sargent deponent and Benjamin Paul lived in the same neighborhood said Paul departed 
this life sometime in the year 1817 his widow is still living and has not married since the death of her 
husband the said Benjamin Paul. She was married before the Revolutionary War to said Paul and had 
children all those who Know him before his death often heard him until of the difficulties they had whilst 
he was in the army and he took delight in telling the occurrences of the different Battles in which he was 
engaged. 

Signed: Samuel Bennett 


Of note, other important genealogical data is in the pension claim: 


Bethenia Paul (nee Bennett), the widow of Benjamin Paul, who resides in Stafford Township, Monmouth 
County, New Jersey (now a part of Ocean County, NJ), was 89 on 9 MAR 1844. Bethenia stated while her 
husband was enlisted their oldest child Sarah Paul died in the early Spring of 1777. 

Bethenia brought her bible, which had things recorded in it by her late husband’s handwriting. 

Bethenia stated her husband Benjamin Paul died 6 JAN 1817. 

Sarah Paul was born 7 FEB 1776, died Spring 1777 

William Paul was born 15 SEP 1777 

Sarah Paul was born 11 MAR 1781 

Benjamin Paul was born 26 JUN 1785 

__ Paulborn_ 23: 1787 

Phebe Paul born 21 MAY 1790 


SOURCE: Widow’s Pension Application File, Benjamin Paul, Bethenia Paul, New Jersey, Archive 
Publication Number: M804, Archive Roll Number: 1890, Benjamin Paul: File #W.148, Service: 
Continental NJ 

Ancestry.com: U.S., Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files, 1800-1900 


Link: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/46334:1995 
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Bennett Family Sampler, made APR 1802 by either Edith or Catherine. 


-END- 


